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8. dlem QI q@@ s aqe 6QR2Q! IR (I8 AVIQ @RAER | Q12! Y@UQ - “The Oriya has long had an unenviable
raputation as a weak, effeminate and stupid creature; and early writers almost all condemn them. It is said that they
“prefer dirt and scarcity of food with idleness to cleanliness and plenty with hard labour.” that “industry and enterprise
are as foeign to them as opium-eating and noon-day sleep to the English husbandmen” that “there are few, if any,
districts in India where the natives are so listless and idle as in this -- as long as the poorer classes have food enough
to eat from day to day, they will not exert themselves to get more or make provision for an evil hour; hence the
misery, disease, and starvation occasioned by dearth of grain.”

666@ IR2l AR AAQAUR {8 FI6R 76 6aRUEA 69 Fi8 AT ARG A4 gedsalel Q69 | 204e fig 986a

08 Clem 6ETITA (B QORGIR ARG AHTEQ 6L 64, “In justice to the Oriyas it should be remembered that for
ages they have been a conquered nation, and that within the last few centuries they suffered at the hands first of the
Mughals and then of Martha conquerors. From the end of the 17th century they were continually harried and
oppressed; and miserable as their lot had been under the Mughals, it was worse under the Marathas. The misrule of
these marauders presents a decimal scene of exortion, desolation and rapine; their cavalry harried the country at
stated periods each year; and, to quote stiriling’s Account, “their administration was fatal to the welfare of the people
and the prosperity of the country, and exhibits a picture of misrule, anarchy, weakness, rapacity and violence
combined, which makes one wonder how society can have kept together under so calamitous a tyranny.” It would
have been strange if the Oriya character had not been affected by this tyranny; and it is not surprising that the bitter
experience of their forefathers should have discouraged thrift, promoted improvidence, and tended to make the

people a feeble and timid race.”
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