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HEALING

Tanaya Jena

IVI y existence in the universe in this temporal
frame is definite but this does not quench my
qguest for understanding the essence of my existence.
We have come a long way from the mystical
beginnings of the study of cosmology and the origins
of the Universe. After the inception of the Big Bang
Theory of Sir Edward Hubble, no longer could the
Universe be considered infinite. That boils down to
the fact that The Universe has a beginning and an end.
Life for all its complexity is woven out of just thirty or
so different molecules, constructed from some of the
most abundant elements in the Universe namely,
oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, sulphur,
phosphorous etc. It is really noteworthy that we are
after all made up of ‘star dust’. Many milestones in
the history of evolution like Charles Darwin’s theory
of Natural selection, Theory of Malthus etc have come
up to answer the existence of the world of living
beings as a law of chemistry and evolution rather than
Supernatural creation.

The creation of human beings along with the
amazing animal world and the plant kingdom around
them is very complex. Being the most evolved ones
of all living beings, humans are gifted with a large
brain to body ratio so that they can exercise advanced
functions like emotions, linguistic skills, memory,
creativity, innovation, temporal and spatial
perception, mathematical calculations, stereognostic
capabilities etc. Whatever may be the underlying
mystery, we, humans don’t know whom to
acknowledge our existence to. My intellect fails to
answer me the reason for my selection to be born as
a human being. More intriguing query is what the
purpose of my life is.

Trying to answer myself, | trace my life from
the beginning-my birth. | was born as the first child of
Dr Indramani Jena and Late Prof Bijoyini Mohanty in

Jagatsingpur. Evolving as a tiny embryo to a viable fetus
in the dark and warm womb of my mother, | stepped
into this alien world. My overwhelmed parents
comforted me and led me into this new world. | grew
up happily with all the love and care of my parents. At
the age of three, | was gifted with a precious gift- my
younger brother. Both of us grew up together and
uniquely we had no issues to differ on. Growing up in
a milieu, where my parents were early risers and
voracious readers, | started imbibing these qualities
as a child. Getting excellent scores in academics with
simultaneous good performance in Hindustani vocal
music was due to the sincere efforts and inspiration
of my mother. Mummy was a very god-fearing person.
She offered prayers daily and thanked God for
everything around her. | also infused her habits from
a very young age. Daily morning and evening prayers
were a must in my routine. | was delighted to offer
fresh and colourful flowers, lighting the ‘diya’, lighting
incense sticks and doing the ‘puja’ amidst the jingle
of the holy bell - one of my favourite acts as a child.
This way, | found myself connected and close to God.
Apart from that, | had a regular habit of putting my
demands in front of God in the immediate post-prayer
period- may it be the good health of my family
members or a hint of possible questions in the
forthcoming exams or good scores in exam. Thanking
God for listening to me was also a very important
aspect of my connection to Him. Without questioning
who God is? Where He lives? How He helps us? |
comforted myself with the belief that | have a
‘Supreme Father’ who is always there for me.

Seeing the nobleness of my father’s
profession, | dreamt of becoming a doctor someday-
healing the diseased. Not an easy assignment,
nonetheless impossible- with God’s grace and lots
of academic struggle, | qualified in the Pre-medical
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test. | had to pursue my medical degree in
Berhampur, about 160 kms from Bhubaneswar. | had
to stay in a hostel. Even in a busy four seater room, |
managed a cozy corner for my ‘puja’. | continued my
connection with God for a couple of years despite
my busy study schedule. Gradually, | found myself
too busy in the usual classroom teaching, hospital
wards and library of my college- a complete stretch
of about 12 hours out of my hostel. To suit my
lifestyle, | continued my morning prayers though not
as elaborate as before and stopped doing the
evening prayers. In due course of time, my morning
prayer became shorter and | don’t remember exactly
when, how and why | stopped doing my prayers
completely. But | thought of God in my times of need-
exams, ill health- and thanked him for taking care of
everything at the right time. By His grace, |
completed my bachelor degree, got married, was
blessed with a baby daughter and did my post-
graduation. During that time, | touched the lives of
many needy and ailing people. | was able to bring
smiles on their faces. | thoroughly thanked God to
have chosen me for such a noble cause. My job
satisfaction was at the acme despite lesser financial
incentives of my friends in other professions.

In 2011, | joined as a Senior Resident in the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology in my alma
mater- MKCG Medical College, Berhampur. It was a
golden opportunity to sharpen my professional skills
and learn its nuances. Although my professional life
was at its optimum, my personal life was
comparatively neglected. My daughter stayed with
my parents in Bhubaneswar. | also had to stay away
from my husband who was working in Sunabeda,
about 350 kms from Berhampur. | felt extremely
lonely at the rented flat where | stayed. Even after a
decade of our marriage, we could not plan to stay at
one place. | found myself getting suffocated with the
workload in the absence of the cushion of a family to
look back at home. In the cold silence of my house,
one day | asked God if he is unaware of my problems.
| blamed Him for being insensitive to my
circumstances. | felt He could not hear me at that time.
Then | thought that perhaps He is angry with me as |
have stopped my daily prayers since long. My
punctuated silent communications were not enough
to appease Him. | tried to catch up with my neglected
spiritual sojourn- restarted doing my prayers, did Yoga,
listened to spiritual retreats.

Few months after this emotional transition, |
got a chance to try for a post in the hospital attached
to the firm where my husband worked. | and my
parents were overjoyed. Our joy was momentary as |
was declared unfit for that post. | was almost sure
that God was no more a well-wisher of mine. Dejected
at my state, | resigned from my job in Berhampur and
came back to Bhubaneswar- at least | could stay with
my parents and my baby. | tried my hands at some
medical institutes and even got a decent job. Contrary
to my previous state, although | was paid nicely, | could
not add value to my work. Due to odd working hours,
| could not afford even one quality hour with my
family. My mother was not keeping well. Hence, |
decided to quit my job in Bhubaneswar and work with
my father in his Nursing home. | got flexible working
hours and | could spend some time with my mother.
But the untimely death of my beloved Mummy shook
my Faith in God to the roots.

After Mummy passed away, | am staying with
Daddy and Shree. The absence of my mother has
highlighted the importance of my father for me. |
come to hospital with Daddy. In hospital, he is busy
with his patients and rest of the time he spends
constructively in academics or pampering his
granddaughter. | try to spend my time in hospital with
the few patients who visit me. Most of the time my
daughter keeps me busy. Her requirements are my
priority. Our routine life is punctuated by occasional
visits of my brother, sister-in-law and my husband.
From professional point of view, | could not match
my own expectations in spite of good career records.
My profession had stalled. Decades of hard work in
academics had gone down the drain. | had consoled
myself that this is my life- monotonous or whatsoever.
God was nowhere to help me balance my personal
and professional life. God was not there or my Faith
in Him had dimmed to the minimum?

Where was my Faith? Even deep down.....
There was nothing but emptiness and darkness... If
there be God- please forgive me. When | raised my
thoughts to Him, there was emptiness.... How painful
was the unknown pain- | had no Faith. Repulsed,
empty, no faith, no love, no zeal,.... What did | labour
for? If the Supreme Father was indifferent to me, how
could anybody else care for me? | felt that nobody in
this world ever felt as miserable as me. This could
only be experienced and the ocean of literature
cannot afford to describe my feelings in words. The
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internal noise and restlessness was unbearable. In
search of Peace, | decided to go through the ideas of
an expert in order to heal myself. Spontaneously the
name of Nobel peace Prize winner, Mother Teresa
flashed into my mind then. | went through her sayings
and was surprised to see the concept of ‘Spiritual
dryness’ had already been described by her. |
continued my search for the antidote of my terrible
state in her quotes. It seemed as if Mother Teresa
was the medium of conversation and buffer between
God and me. Though | experienced the feelings
relevant to the context of my life during the spiritual
discourse, | am sure everybody would get answers in
their own perspective. | never knew God was so close
to me- as if listening and talking to me one to one.
Probably that is why Mother Teresa says, whenever
we suffer and are in pain, God is very close to us.
While going through her verses, | felt as if she was
interacting with me and answering each of my internal
queries.

I would like to share the incident which touched
my soul.

1. WHAT IS MY PRESENT STATE AND WHY?

“Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted
is the most terrible poverty.” In my view, only those
who were hungry and homeless are poor. In the midst
of my family members and materialistic comfort, how
could | feel lonely? | realised that it was my
perspective and was solely due to lack of love and
peace in me.

2. WHERE DO | FIND PEACE AND LOVE?

“Love begins by taking care of the closest ones-
the ones at home. Love begins at home, and it is not
how much we do... but how much love we put in the
action. We may just do the work for the sake of work.
Working without love is slavery. If we do it for the
respect and love of God, we try to do it as beautifully
as possible.” | was dumbfounded to go through these
lines. | thought, | was not successful professionally
and that is why | have to keep myself engaged at
home. Actually God had given me a chance to discover
Love in my way. | am Jack of all trades and master of
none at home. The further lines in the quotes were-
“There are many people who can do big things, but
there are very few who will do the small things. We
ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in
the ocean. But the ocean would be less because of

that missing drop.” Now, the miracle is not that | do
this work, but that | am happy to do it.

“If we have no peace, it is because we have
forgotten that we belong to each other.” | stay in my
home trying to connect with the outer world through
the cell phone, internet, and news paper. But am |
really emotionally close enough to my parents,
siblings, spouse and child that they can confide in me
fully? Genuinely, | feel that | have neglected them. A
talk over cup of tea with my parents, some leisure
time with my siblings, a stroll in the park with my
husband and regular pre- nap story telling sessions
with my baby would do wonders to break the glass
ceiling between us.

3. HOW DO | RESTART MY PRAYERS?

“Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself
in the hands of God, His disposition and listening to
His voice in the depths of our hearts. Holiness does
not consist in doing extraordinary things. It consists
in accepting, with a smile, what God sends us. It
consists in accepting and following the will of God.”
This is what | pinned for- the lost sentiment of
proximity to God. My eyes swelled with tears when |
found the solutions to my emotional turmoil, so close
to me. | was like Paulo Coelho’s Santiago- looking for
the treasure everywhere else but found it right inside
me. Whatever duties | am assigned, they are well
planned by God and are purposeful. | may be too
myopic to get even a glimpse of His will for me. Now
“I know God won'’t give me anything | can’t handle. |
just wish he didn’t trust me so much.”

4. AFTER ATTAINING PEACE AND LOVE, HOW CAN
| BE MYSELF ALWAYS?

“Humility is the mother of all virtues- purity,
charity and obedience. If you are humble, nothing
will touch you- neither praise nor disgrace. If you
are blamed, you will not be discouraged. If
somebody praises you, you won’t be bloated up
because you know what you are.” Yes, humility is
very difficult to cultivate but we can do so by
accepting humiliations cheerfully. Arduous concept
but worth trying.

5. WHY DID THIS EPISODE OF LONELINESS AND
SPIRITUAL DRYNESS CROP UP IN ME?

“If you judge people, you have no time to love
them.” That is so true, | judged the people around me
on several grounds, | accused God of being deaf and

[alatatay

99



blind to my inconveniences and that is why | felt so
much detached from them. | stopped loving them.
“God doesn’t require us to succeed; he only requires
that you try.” Now that | know my shortcomings, | will
try my best to level them up.

This was ‘The Interaction’ between God and me.
It felt like a heavy downpour in a hot and arid desert.

I am left full with love and confidence that God can
never abandon me. Whatever is happening is
destined to happen. Whatever we feel for Him, he
forgives us and heals us. This episode has healed me
to the inner self.

“THANK YOU O LORD FOR BEING WITH ME
THROUGH ouUT”

Samaroh, 128, Dumuduma (A),
Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar-30.
Mobile: 8763666031
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A GIFT OF MOTHERS

Somnath Prasad Jena

In a small village in the heartland of the Kingdom
of Panchala lived a healer named Manu. He had
grown up in hardships of a poor upbringing, but
through the grace of god and tireless hard work he
had turned into a healer. He, during his youth, had
healed many prominent businessmen, soldiers and
the king’s men and was known throughout the
kingdom for his power to heal all ailments of the
body and mind, but even with this brilliance he
always was a poor man. Manu was married to Vijayaa,
daughter of a goldsmith, who brought into Manu’s
life of hardships a bounty of happiness and love.
After their marriage Manu’s home was not only filled
with happiness but he soon grew rich, not by any
wealth brought by his newly married bride, but by
the riches poured upon him by his work. Manu would
go about healing the people in his village, and the
kingdom; Vijayaa would teach the children in the
village how to read and write. Manu never realized
the cause of the change in his fortune.

They were blessed with two sons, the elder Saras
and the younger Rudra. The two were contrasting in
all aspects of life, and this their parents soon
realized. While Saras was a mild, loving, hard
working human being, Rudra grew up to be an
aggressive and competitive individual. But what was
inculcated in their hearts was a sense of
responsibility for their family and the kingdom.
During their childhood Saras mostly stayed at home
with his parents, helping them out in all their
household activities, reading and learning the art of
healing from his father and always appreciated the
love of his parents. Rudra on the other hand was
always out wandering the village and nearby hills
and learnt the art of wrestling, sword fighting and
archery. He, at an early age, lacked the attachment
with his parents and often passed his days hungry
staying away from home. This contrast in their

characters had startled Manu and he was worried
about the younger son’s health and his future, but
there was never a speck of worry in the mind of
Vijayaa.

Vijayaa’s relationship with Rudra was special, she had
realized when his younger son was in her womb that
he would be different from any other individual she
had known and she was prepared to raise him in a
unigue manner. Rudra’s natural aggression was
reflected in the way he learnt to even stand and walk,
which he did without holding the hands of his parents.
During his childhood his regular absence from home
and his periods of hunger reflected upon his poor
health. His mother knew Rudra could not tolerate
hunger but went hungry because he was proud enough
to not to ask anybody for anything and soon his
mother devised a solution to this, she told him that
as a mother she only wanted him to do one thing for
her in her life and it was to never go hungry. In spite
of being an arrogant and proud individual he could
never disobey his mother.

Rudra found himself in far off villages learning
the arts of warfare as he always felt he was destined to
learn them for a greater purpose. But with the slightest
hint of hunger and the promise to his mother within
him he would go to any nearby house and asked for
food, forgetting any sense of pride and ego within him.
Sometimes he was scolded, sometimes he was treated
as a beggar, but once in a while he would come across
a mother who would treat him as his own mother
would, wash his tired hands and serve him food with
all the love and affection he needed, but he never
yearned for. In his journey of learning his art he had
come across many villages, many mothers who saw a
son in him and treated him like their own.

As the days passed by Manu, Vijayaa and Saras
spent life together in the village but Rudra was not
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with them. Now he had grown to be a warrior and
worked for the King’s army, won him many battles.
He had become a warrior of the highest order without
whom the King’s army was incomplete and felt the
purpose of his life was fulfilled. He never realized
that he had left behind his old parents at home and
his attachment with them seemed like a fading
memory.

During his tenure in the king’s army, at the time
of march to one of the kingdom’s boundary to defend
the kingdom he fell ill. The whole army had to stop
for a day for one sick warrior. The king decided that
this wait could make him lose the kingdom and he
decided to march on without Rudra. Rudra was now
stranded sick and alone in an unknown village far
away from capital of his kingdom. He was hungry
once again, the memory of his family might have
faded but the promise to his mother was quite alive
within him. His stature of a warrior was now reduced
to a sick hungry beggar, but there was never any
sense of pride to go to the nearby houses and ask
for food. He soon met a new mother, who took her
in and cared for him and healed him. During his
recovery all he could think of was his family, he
realized it was this one promise to his mother that
had saved his life. He now yearned for the love of
his mother. He bid farewell to the mother who had
taken him in, a stranger, a sick hungry beggar and
healed him like she would treat her own son.

He walked a few weeks to reach his home,
never in his life he had felt such a sense of
belongingness and his heart was filled with
anticipation to meet his father, his brother and his
ever loving mother. He saw a crowd around his house
and was puzzled as to what was going on that nearly
the whole village surrounded his house with gloomy
faces. On entering the threshold he saw his mother
lying in the bed and his father and brother taking
care of her. Rudra rushed to embrace his mother and
he could feel that her body was burning with fever.
He looked at his father, the greatest healer, and
asked him why his powers as a healer were unable
to help his mother. His father stayed silent and

embraced him as he welcomed him to her side. Now
the family was complete. Vijayaa asked Rudra to
come near him and whispered into his ears, “Thank
you for keeping your promise and never going
hungry. | know of all the mothers who raised you as
| was within each one of them who washed your
hands, who fed you, who cared for you and healed
you. | am your mother and shall be your mother for
all eternity. You shall now keep another promise
which is to take care of your family. This family shall
not be restricted to your brother and your father but
shall include all the mothers in this kingdom.” Saying
this she took her last breath and the family broke
into tears. The villagers rushed in and the sense of
grief had struck the whole village as Vijayaa had
been a teacher and a loving mother to all the children
of the village.

A few days passed by, the family was still
mourning the loss of their beloved Vijayaa. Rudra
never felt so lonely and helpless ever in his life and
in these moments of despair he would often meditate
in a nearby hillock. In a state of trance or a dream he
saw the figure of his mother dressed as a goddess
and tell him that she was destined to stay on earth for
as long as she did and she would protect him and their
family in life and beyond. He got out of this trance
and found himself alone on this hillock. He rushed to
his father and narrated the whole event and asked
for forgiveness for questioning his father on his
mother’s passing away. Manu could now realize the
love, happiness and prosperity showered upon him
by Vijayaa was not merely by a woman but was that
of a goddess who was with him in the best days of his
life. Rudra would go on to realize that his mother’s
gift to him was a gift of mothers, who he shall always
have, even in her passing away and shall find Vijayaa
in each of the mothers.

Rudra always prayed to god to be born from
the womb of Vijayaa in all the lives he shall have on
this earth plane and ever since Manu, Vijayaa, Saras
and Rudra have time and again appeared and re-
appeared on the earth plane as group souls and shall
do so for all eternity.

Samaroh, 128, Dumuduma (A),
Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar-30.
Mobile: 9861117573
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PRAYER ELEVATES

Sarojini Pattanaik

Prayer is a marvelous faculty which is only present
in human nature as innate or inborn. It enables
the individuals to reach his inner self and also to
transcend his small and narrow self. It is always
directed towards higher truths and powers that are
beyond us. Prayer is a power of empowerment and
most important vehicle of the dialogue between the
man and the Divine -- in whichever way you may
conceive of the Divine.

Prayers, at their best are deep meditations
leading to a greater understanding, clarity and finally
to the ‘Light’ which is again inherently present in
human nature. Prayers, in this sense, are instruments
of self-perfection. Prayer has the sole power to
remove the dark clouds of ego and ignorance which
has veiled the light which is eternally present with in
us — the atman. This atman or individual self is in
fact, identical with the universal consciousness, which
is the totality of Everything - Brahman. As this
individual consciousness and universal consciousness
are identical it is but natural on the part of individual
consciousness to unite with the universal
consciousness. It is only through prayer and
meditation that this union happens. Sri Aurobindo, a
great yogi and seer poet of 20t century has said in his
epic poetry Savitri:

“We are sons of God and must be even as He

His human portion we must grow Divine
Our Life is a Paradox with God for the key”

We, the sons of God can be elevated to “His”
status by this prayer and meditation. Prayers in its
truest sense are directed for this type of elevation in
human consciousness. All significant prayers are
prayers, hymns or invocations to “Light”. It is not
begging to the supreme power as ordinarily common
people do. To beg God to satisfy one’s selfish demands
or even in the worst form to harm others is a
perversion of the original intention of prayer: to
establish unity and to elevate to the divine
consciousness.

Prayers to God work best when they are the
first option in any situation (both in misery and
happiness) and not resorted to as the last option when
all else fails.

It should be always of the form: O’Lord “Let Thy
will be done”. Prayers, in this form, certainly elevate
human will to be mingled with the Divine’s will and
then whatever happens in this life is accepted as the
best.

Someone has rightly said: “Prayer is not a spare
wheel that you will put out when in trouble but
steering wheel that directs you to the right path
throughout”.

Ex. Reader in Philosophy
S.C.S (A) College, Puri
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HOW | WONDER WHAT YOU ARE !!

Sujata Priyadarsini

Regional College campus is my birthplace. Bijoyini
Mausi stayed very near to our campus in Unit IX Flat,
Bhubaneswar. Mausi was not merely my mama’s (Smt.
Kamala Sahu) colleague in Rama Devi Women'’s
College. More than that, they shared an enviable
relationship. She was mama’s loving little sister. Mausa
(Dr. Indramani Jena) was a very popular medicine
specialist. Their children, Ini (Dr. Tanaya Jena,
Gyenicologist) and Somu (Dr. Somnath Prasad Jena,
Neuro-Surgeon) were very young then. We were all a
family.

Going down the memory lane and reminiscing
those sweet memories is always so pleasant. | can
still visualise the huge guava tree in our garden. It
had three main branches which we (my younger
brother Bapi and myself) had distributed as ‘private’
and ‘public’. The one that was ‘public’ was open to all
and anyone could pluck guavas from it. However, it
was exclusively with Ini and Somu that we shared the
ripe and tasty guavas from all the branches. Mausi
would always loughly recollect the incident of how |
used to narrate to little Somu about the fairies fixing
those guavas on the tree. On all special occasions and
festivals there would be an exchange of curries and
traditional ‘pithas’. A few days prior to my marriage,
Mausi had specially invited me for lunch. | am yet to
taste such lip smacking dishes prepared with love and
care. Her culinary skills were simply amazing. She
loved to have ‘Dahi vadas’ prepared by me. And |
always remembered to share whenever | prepared
them.

She was a wonderful homemaker. She would
keep her house spick and span. Sometimes she would
set aside the choicest gifts that Mausa received. Our
dinning table still boasts of Mausi’s special gift - an
unique salt and pepper set. Similarly, a simple
handkerchief, which was a present for me bears
testimony to her superb aesthetic taste. It was
impeccable white in colour with a beautiful swan in
fabric painting adorning one corner of the hanky. The
four sides had an exquisite lace work. It looked so
delicate and beautiful that | have it to this day as a
souvenir from her.

On one of my regular trips to Samaroh, | was
surprised to discover Mausi, the singer. Her flair for
music was given a new identity, when she was taking
music lessons and was a certificate holder of the
prestigious ‘Gandharva University’. Mausa had
presented me a video CD with some of her
mellifluous songs sung in different programmes,
which Papa and | open to see very often. She was a
scholar in the true sense of the term. All her life she
loved to be a student with an unquenchable thirst for
learning. She had a tremendous weakness for good
students in the University. She always inspired me
for my scholastic activities and rejoiced in my success.

She was a tireless soldier in the sphere of social
work, too. Mausa was recounting the aftermath of
Supercyclone, 1999. Mausi’s heart was in agony for
the shelterless, who had to brave the fury of Nature.
She immediately planned in her own little way to
distribute blankets and other relief materials.

As a teacher par excellence, she was literally
worshipped by her students. She achieved many
laurels in her life, that any one aspires for - the highest
degrees of Ph. D.; D. Litt, Research and Publications
in addition to her successful guidance in matters of
contemporary field. As a litterateur, her creative
writing includes many poems, historical accounts,
essays and her magnum opus, ‘a swan song’ the novel
‘Hasuni Monalisa’.

From Samaroh to Hillside Nursing Home, | feel
her overwhelming presence everywhere. Her
multifaceted personality establishes her as a versatile
genius. Hope, Mausi will remain a role model for us
always igniting our minds so as to continue the legacy.
She truly justifies H.W. Longfellow’s lines:

“Lives of greatmen all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing leave behind us

Footprints on the sand of time.”

Plot No. 966/B

Prakriti Vihar, Baramunda,
Bhubaneswar - 751003
Mobile: 9437137377
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Mommy

Manjusha Patnaik

T he word ‘foreign’ evokes many emotions in young
minds of adolescents. Some may consider it as a
faraway country, while for some others it is a

cherished dream fuelling their ambition. Few others boast
about it relentlessly since their uncle’s neighbor or cousin’s
friend is settled somewhere abroad. For a mindless juvenile
like me, the word had no meaning beyond the pages of
history and geography. But like so many things in life, which
has a first, my first formal introduction to ‘foreign’ was by
‘Tanaya Mommy’.

On return from one of her numerous international
conferences, Tanaya Mommy had got me a little something
from a land in “foreign’, which my adult mind recalls to be
Berlin. A small blue jar of white velvety face cream. Of
course, the ecstasy of a child to come across such a prized
possession had no bounds. It was invaluable. So much so
that | allowed it to spoil rather than apply, lest it would get
over ! But unknown to her, Tanaya Mommy had gifted me
something more precious that a cream to sooth my outer
self. She introduced me to myself. With her simple gesture,
| ceased to share my identity with hundreds of fellow
students in school; not with my siblings, as one amongst
the three. | was a person to her, an individual in my own
right. By thinking of me as somebody special enough to be
gifted a little something ‘made in foreign’. Tanaya Mommy
made me feel special. She made me ...Me.

Like something in life that one accepts as given, |
have never questioned how | met Tanaya Mommy. | do not
remember the day, the time and the year. | only remember
her constant presence throughout my childhood. Equally
constant was her infectious smile and warm demeanor.
She was the mother of my best friend. But as months rolled
into years, | recall being no longer introduced as Ini or

EOTOTON

Tanaya’s friend. Nor was | so-and-so’s daughter, living here
and studying there. | was simply introduced as ‘Our niece’.
Nobody bothered to trace the family tree to figure out our
exact relation. Nothing had changed for anybody but me. |
felt welcomed and part of the family. It took me years,
perhaps decades, to unravel the wisdom necessarily the
other way round. My relation to Tanaya Mommy was
merely ‘her daughter’s friend’..... but our relationship is
far beyond the scope of written words.

Tanaya Mommy to me, or Dr. Bijoyini Mohanty to
many others, was truly a source of inspiration. She was a
mother, a wife, a teacher, a pragmatic leader, a fine orator
and a gifted singer. A household name in my family, she had
touched the lives of all of us in her small and big ways. She
was a cherished colleague to my father, a motivation to my
mother sharing similar aspirations for the children; and an
inspiration to my sisters as an accomplished woman
professional. She was celebrations personified —the reason
behind her vivacious personality. No anguish was large
enough to curtail neither her spirits nor any occasion too
small for her to celebrate. She toasted our Class X English
paper with chocolate ice cream and or +2 Math’s paper
with vanilla. Her life was a celebration. As so is her death.

Dr. Bijoyini Mohanty was an esteemed academician,
a prolific author and an adept public administrator. Volumes
may not be able to do justice to her life and the long
inventory of her accomplishments. But for me, she was
and will continue to be Tanaya Mommy, an ever smiling
mother-like personality, who showed unlimited love and
affection on me. Today, while | remember herin a land so
foreign, literally and otherwise, all | can say is, Thank you
Tanaya Mommy, for being a part of my life.

8th July’ 2015
65, Shetland Court,
Edison, 08817, New Jersey, USA
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